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Author shares
her wisdom

Aden Stakes
. Mden Sinkss Boqneas com sl
GOLD Coast author Jenny
Old is on her way to Emerald
to inspire and encourage the
region's aspiring writers,

Mrs Old recently had her
first book, Back of Beyond,
originally called MeAllister,
published in March and
described the experience
like “giving birth™,

“It was the most amazing
feeling to have the honk
published,” she said.

“loriginally
Independently published
MeAllister in 2006, and n my
mind I thought the book
would be really interesting
Lo Barnily, friends and people
oul in the country, but [sold
A0 coples in nine months,
which was arecord for
InHouse Publishing.

“Allen and Unwin then
offered me a contract. They
changed the name to Back of
Beyond, streamlined it and
now it is in all major hook
stores and airports,

“1 am still quite
overwhelmed, it's
unbelievable,”

Back of Beyond is about a
womman who falls in love and
moves Lo a property calted

| want

people to
appreciate the
great northern
country, what it
gives and what

the women do
— Jenny Old

MeAllister in the remaote
Gulf Country of far north
Queensland, where she
spends 18 yvears of her 1ife.

The synopsis reads,
“surviving fires, Noods,
Cyelone Ted and the 19708
Beef Crash, thisis one
womman's remar kable story
of Tove, adventure, disasters
and wonderful times in the
Gulf Couniry”.

Mrs Old said the message
she wanted o gel across
was aboul the important role
women playved in the bush,

“When [ wrote Back of
Beyond 1 couldn't believe
what Idid living on
MeAllister,” she said.

“Women's role in the bush
is vital amd 1 think they are

INSPIRING WRITER: Jenny
Oild, author of Back of
Beyond, will present an
Author Talk next Monday at
the Emerald Library.

PHOTO: CONTRIBUTED

the unsung heroes. T want
people to appreciate the
great northern country,
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what it gives and what the
women do.”
See Jenny Old at 10.30am

next Monday, May 21, for her
Author Talk at Emerald
Library.




